
Principal pro- & deuterothemes in common
Japanese men’s nanori

Meaning

assistant
faithful · true
straight
high
filial
brave
benefit
offspring
shining
time
court
implement
feeling
alertness
benefit
normal
experience
inner
family
peace
gentle
calm
rely
good
ceremony
go · service
luck
felicity
this

Part

Suke
Tada
Tada
Taka
Taka
Take
Tame
Tane
Teru
Toki

Tomo
Tomo
Toshi
Toshi
Toshi
Tsune
Tsune
Uchi
Uji

Yasu
Yasu
Yori

Yoshi
Yoshi
Yoshi
Yuki
Yuki
Yuki
Yuki

Meaning

bright
manifest
exist · be
kindly
near
tassel
spring
govern
clear
eminence
heroic
prince
measure
level · peace
wide
long (time)
house
view
concurrent
one side
direction
wisdom
victory
first
harmony
clear
this
consider
country

Part

Aki
Aki
Ari

Atsu
Chika
Fusa
Haru
Haru
Haru
Hide
Hide
Hiko
Hira
Hira
Hiro
Hisa

Ie
Kage
Kane
Kata
Kata
Kata
Katsu
Kazu
Kazu
Kiyo
Kore
Kore
Kuni

Meaning

path
true
prosperous
elegant
bright
path 
fulfill
hold · carry
luxuriate
guard
instruct
origin
basis
sect · faith
length
friendship
prosper
become
vocation
faith
proclaim
teaching
law
establish
righteous
true
layered
luxuriant
season

Part

Masa
Masa
Masa
Masa
Michi
Mitsu
Mitsu
Mochi
Mori
Mori
Moro
Moto
Moto
Mune
Naga
Naka
Nao
Nari
Nari

Nobu
Nobu
Nori
Nori
Sada
Sada
Sane
Shige
Shige
Sue

Kanji Kanji Kanji
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     All the elements on this chart are commonly found in men’s names in pre-1600 Japan; all have been 
verified with name lists and dictionaries and each element occurs at least three times in the names of 
famous individuals as both the prothematic and deuterothematic elements of names. 


